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64 
by Patricia Clark 
Hiking Near Paradise 
Near Paradise Pass, where the icy solitary stream 
sent up vapors, I rounded a bend and my heart 
thumped a beat to find him down, prone in the road, 
his head pillowed on one arm where he lay 
smoking. It was the only time I went off alone 
with him, overnight, the firs sighing overhead 
as we trudged along an old logging road. His eyes 
opened. when I got close, and he simply said, 
"Reach into my pocket." I never felt as shy 
with him as I did then, fumbling at my father's 
jacket, its lint-lined plaid pocket. A gray-brown 
whiskered fieldmouse hid there, trembling and 
squeaking like a bedspring. When I asked he said, 
"No, you can't bring it home." Two gentle natures, 
the mouse's and his, how I still think of them napping 
heart-to-heart a few minutes there before I came 
along. I released it away from the stream, the road, 
far from any dangers I could imagine, near 
a half-rotted nurse-log carpeted by moss. 
It disappeared so fast that my hands never seemed 
to have cupped or held it, never reached 
into his pocket that long-ago day. the deserted road 
impossible to find now, overgrown and gone. 
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A  S t r a n g e r  J o i n s  O u r  C l a s s  
A  p o e m  " M a n h o l e  C o v e r s "  
b y  K a r l  S h a p i r o  i s  f i r s t  u p  o n  t h e  w o r k s h e e t ,  
c l a s s r o o m  q u i e t  d e e p e n s  a s  s t u d e n t s  l o o k  
d e s k - b y - d e s k  t o  s e e  w h o  t h e  a u t h o r  i s .  
E v e n t u a l l y .  a n d  t h a t ' s  n o t  l o n g ,  t h e y  r u l e  o u t  t h e  
f e w  m a l e s  h e r e ,  a l l  n a m e s  k n o w n ,  
g l a n c i n g  u p  a t  m e  n o w .  " J u s t  w h o  i s  
h e ? "  N o t  i n t e n d i n g  a  t r i c k  a t  a l l ,  
I  s t a n d  f l a t - f o o t e d  w i t h  t h e  s l a c k  
j a w  o f  s u r p r i s e .  O f  c o u r s e ,  w h y  w o u l d  t h e y  
k n o w  w h o  K a r l  S h a p i r o  i s ,  b o r n  
l o n g  a g o  i n  r g r 4 - - - " t h a t ' s  a n c i e n t  h i s t o r y ,  
m a n ! "  ( T h e y  d o n ' t  s a y  " m a n "  
n o w  e i t h e r . )  E a r l i e r  I ' d  f o u n d  h i s  o b i t u a r y  
o n - l i n e  a t  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s .  S h a p i r o  
p a s s e d  a w a y  l a s t  y e a r  a t  e i g h t y - s i x ,  h i s  
q u a r r e l s  w i t h  l i f e  o v e r ,  a t  a  h o s p i c e  i n  
r a u c o u s  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .  W h y  s h o u l d  I  b e  
s u r p r i s e d ?  A  m a n  l i v e s  e i g h t y - s i x  y e a r s ,  
t h e  o c t o g e n a r i a n  t i t l e  g r a s p e d  i n  h i s  h a n d ,  a n d  
u n t i l  I  t e l l  t h e m  a b o u t  h i s  b o o k s - a n d  e v e n  t h e n -
v e r y  f e w  o f  t h e s e  k i d s  a r e  i m p r e s s e d .  
W h a t  I ' m  c a l c u l a t i n g  n o w  i s  w h e r e  I ' l l  b e ,  w h a t  
x e r i c  f u t u r e  l a n d s c a p e  I ' l l  f a c e ,  a n d  w h o  w i l l  c a r e - -
y o u t h s  b o r n  i n  z o r g  w i l l  b e  h e r e  t h e n ,  
z e a l o u s  f o r  a n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  p o e m s ,  a n d  bore~l. 
P a t r i c i a  ( l a r k  i s  G V S U ' s  p o e t - i n - r e s i d e n c e  
a n d  i s  a l s o  a n  a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r  i n  t h e  
W r i t i n g  D e p a r t m e n t .  R e c e n t  p o e t r y  a p p e a r e d  
i n  T h e  A t l a n t i c  M o n t h l y  ( A p r i l  2 0 0 2 )  a n d  i n  
S l a t e .  I n  w i n t e r  2 0 0 3 ,  s h e ' l l  b e  o n  s a b b a t i c a l  
w r i t i n g  n e w  p o e m s .  
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